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39TH CONRESS, SENATE. Mis. Doc.
2d Session. No. 3
PETITION
OF

CITIZENS OF COLORADO

PRAYING

The admission of that Territory into the Union as a State.

DECEMBER 10, 1866.--Referred to the Committee on Territories and ordered to be printed.

To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States:

We, your petitioners, would respectfully represent that certain Petitions and memorials having
been presented to your honorable body setting forth that the population, wealth, and industry of Colorado
were declining, and fearing that such statements would have the effect of checking the emigration to, and
the growth of, Colorado, we, the undersigned Citizens of Colorado, desirous of promoting her best
interests, and believing that those interests can best be subserved by the admission of Colorado as one of the
States of the Union, would ask your attention to the following statement of facts in regard to the resources
and growth of our State, and most earnestly pray for, the admission of Colorado into the Union.

LI - LU L o 0 I $8,836,500
Tax valuation fOr 1866 .........ce e iieie e cet e e e e ve e e e e e e e 10,610,800
INCrease fOr ONE YEAr ...cc.uvvvnee e e it e e e e eeeseeiesesesie s e e eeneeeees 1,774,306

The mines are not valued or taxed.

Amount of land claimed at land office, from January 1, 1865, to November 1,
1865, 140,000 acres.

Amount of land claimed at land office, from January 1, 1866, to November 1, 1866, 251,000 acres.

Amount of exchange drawn by the First National Bank of Denver, from May 10, 1865, to
November 1, 1866, $11,822,000. .

Assessment of internal revenue tax for 1866, $141,368 80.

Cost of buildings erected in Denver, from November 1,1865, to November 1, 1866, 250.

Cost of these buildings, $476,000.

Number of furnaces for smelting ore, completed since November 1, 1865, 8.

Cost of furnaces, $181,000.

Number of miles of mountain road built since November 1, 1865, 58.

Cost of these roads, $60,000.



Number of miles of large irrigating ditches built since November 1, 1865, 136.

Cost of such ditches, $136,000.

The production of gold has more than doubled during the year.
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT,

Auditor’s Office, Denver, November 19, 1866.

I hereby certify that the valuations of taxable property in the Territory of Colorado for the years
1865 and 1866, as set fortb in the accompanying petition, are correct.

[SEAL]

RICHARD E. WHITSILL,

Territorial Auditor of Colorado Territory.

UNITED STATES ASSESSORS OFFICE,

District of Colorado, Denver, Colorado Territory, Nov. 17, 1866.

This is to certify that the amount shown by the books in my office to have been assessed in this
Territory, from the first day of January, 1866, to the first day of October, 1866, is one hundred and forty-
one thousand three hundred and sixty-eight dollars and eighty cents, ($141,368 80.)

DANIEL WITTER,

United States Assessor, District of Colorado.

LAND OFFICE,

Denver City, Co'orado Territory, November 19, 1866.

| hereby certify that the statement in the accompanying petition in regard to the amount of land

claimed in this office in the years 1865 and 1866 is correct.

G. M. CHILCOTT, Register.



FIRST NATIONAL BANK,
Denver, Colorado, November 19, 1866.
DEAR SIR: | hereby certify that the statement in the accompanying petition in regard to the
amount of exchange drawn by the first national bank of Denver since May, 1865, is correct.
A.M. MOFFAT, Jr., Cashier.

SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Denver, November 19, 1866.
| hereby certify that the estimate in the accompanying petition of the number of buildings built in
Denver, the number of furnaces and their cost, and the number of miles of mountain road and large districts,
and their cost, built in Colorado during the past year, is to my certain knowledge below the facts.
JOHN PIERCE,
Surveyor General of Colorado and Utah.

MEMORANDUM.

The report of the Postmaster General for 1866, page 87, shows that the receipts last year from
Colorado were $33,206 20, and this is more than from several States. The increase over the preceding year,
$15,990 58.

The secretary and acting governor, and others, estimate that the census though partial, one-third of
the counties not being returned and omitting in many counties all except tax-payers, would show 36,000
inhabitants. Papers will be presented to Congress, in case of debate, to show this and other important facts.

The assessment, if including mines, the secretary and acting governor estimate would double the
valuation and make the per capita wealth of the people of Colorado more than in the State of New York, if
not in the Union.

The aggregate vote of Colorado shows, that the population must be much larger. The vote on the
first constitution, as certified by the secretary of the territory was 9,225; for governor of the present State,
7,457. Atthe late election for delegate the vote was light because it was in harvest time, and because the
office was expected to be abolished by the admission of the State was within four of 7,000. These votes, the
business, and large increase undoubtedly show an increase in population, and would indicate at least 50,000
or 60,000 inhabitants at the present time.

The rapid approach to Colorado of two branches of the Pacific railroad, and the vast extent of her
natural resources in agriculture, grazing, gold, silver, copper, lead, coal, and iron mines, in salt springs and
petroleum, all of which are matters of public notoriety and positive information, insure her a rapid
development in the immediate future in wealth and population, and give the positive assurance tbat she will
soon be one of the great, rich, and populas States of the Union.



