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Setting Up Web of Science Search Alerts or RSS Feeds for a Search 
 
WOS Search Alert Tutorial 
http://www.brainshark.com/brainshark/vu/view.asp?pi=146806 
 
 
To set up a search you will need to sign into WOS, you can do this now, or after you create 
a search: 
 

 
To log in, or create a log in, click on “Sign In” at the top left of the screen. 
 
Either register or if registered, sign in with your CSU email address and password 

 
 
 
1. Perform a search that you would like have emailed to you weekly or monthly with 
results.  

 
 
 
Then click on search. 
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2. From the results page click on “Search History.”  
 

 
 
 
 
 
3. From the Search History screen click on “Save History/ Create Alert.”  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
4. If you haven’t yet signed into to Web of Science, you will be prompted for a username and 
password, new users click on “Register” and enter registration information. Click on “Continue.”  
If you have already logged in, you will now be able to save your search as an email alert 
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5. Click on “Send me E-mail Alerts” and choose either weekly or monthly alerts.  
 
Type a history name for your search 

 
 
 
 
After you hit save, you see this screen:  

 
 
 
 
You will now have an email alert for a particular search.
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Set up an RSS feed for a search but NOT have an email alert sent to you then— 
 
Create a search on your topic: 
 
This example is sage grouse and endangered 
 
 
Click on search history, to get to the search history page with the search you want as an 
RSS feed  
 

 
 
 
Click on Save history/create alert 
This page comes up, do not put a check in the box: send me e-mail alerts, but instead type 
in the history name for the search, then  click on save. 
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You will receive this confirmation message. 

 
 
Click on the Orange XML button, you then get this screen 
 

 
 
and then copy the URL into your Feedreader (Bloglines or another one of your choice) 
 
you don’t want the # at the end of URL, you want to put in the URL without # 
http://rss.isiknowledge.com/rss?e=1e852019c5180955&c=c0ea8dffb12605cd348318a62fb1552f
# 
 
http://rss.isiknowledge.com/rss?e=1e852019c5180955&c=c0ea8dffb12605cd348318a62fb1552f 
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Log into Bloglines 
Click on Add for add a new feed: 
 
The subscribe screen comes up, paste the URL in the blog or feed URL 

 
 
 
 
I marked to put this feed in the folder: WOSsearches: 
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Then when you hit subscribe, your RSS feed is put in the folder of your choice. 
 

 
 
Your RSS reader will automatically deliver results of a saved search each time it is run. You do 
not need to renew the history in order to continue to receive RSS feeds. Also, you do not need to 
save the history as an alert in order to receive RSS feeds.  
Use your RSS reader to cancel the feed.  
 
 
This is what the RSS feed in your Bloglines will look like. 
 
You will not have a FindIT@CSU link to the article 

 
 
Clicking on clip/blog this, gives you a URL you can paste into something else. 
URL: Urban maternity-roost selection by big brown bats in Colorado 
 
 
If you click on the TITLE of the article in the blog, you will get taken back into WOS and be at a 
point where you will have the FindIT@CSU link: 
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Now you are back in Web of Science 

 
 
 
Web of Science is powerful and will allow for saved searches to be run and sent to email or as an 
RSS feed. You might set up the same search each way and decide for yourself, how you would 
like to receive information about Web of Science Searches. 
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Creating an Alert for a Specific Article, Tracking When an Article is Cited 
 
 
Create a search on a person or topic of interest: 
 
This example uses: White, GC then sorted by times cited 

 
 
 
 
Select an article you want to use to create a citation alert. 
 
Title: NUMERICAL ESTIMATION OF SURVIVAL RATES FROM BAND-RECOVERY 
AND BIOTELEMETRY DATA  
Author(s): WHITE GC  
Source: JOURNAL OF WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT    Volume: 47   Issue: 3   Pages: 716-
728   Published: 1983  
Times Cited: 226 
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Go to the full display of the record by clicking on the article TITLE 

 
 
Click on Create Citation Alert, then you see this message 

 
 
If you want to set up an RSS feed of this article, then click on XML:  

  
 
Then follow the directions from the other handout to set up the RSS feed in Bloglines or another 
feed reader. 
 


