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The Colorado State University Libraries collects books on equine medicine published before 
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FARRIER AND VETERINARY MEDICINE 
 

 

 

 

AN ACT TO REGULATE THE PRACTICE OF VETERINARY MEDICINE AND SURGERY IN THE STATE OF 

COLORADO AND PROVIDE PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION THEREOF.   Colorado. Laws, etc. [S.l. : 
s.n., 1909]  
 

 

ATLAS OF THE ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY OF THE HORSE / Orlando Charnock Bradley.  London 
: Bailliere, Tindall & Cox, 1918. 
 

 

AIN BUCHLEIN VONN RECHTER UND WARHAFFTER KUNST DER ARTZNEY / Flavius Vegetius 
Renatus.  Augsburg, H. Stainer, 1532.  
 

Little is known of Flavius Vegetius Renatus, a fourth century Roman writer and military 
strategist. His only surviving works are “De re Militari” on military strategy and “Digestorum 
artis Mulomedicinae” on veterinary medicine, of which this work is an early German translation.  
WorldCat shows only 4 other library owners for this edition. 
 

 

A COMPENDIUM OF PRACTICAL AND EXPERIMENTAL FARRIERY, ORIGINALLY SUGGESTED BY 

REASON AND CONFIRMED BY PRACTICE ; EQUALLY ADAPTED FOR THE CONVENIENCE OF THE 

GENTLEMAN, THE FARMER, THE GROOM AND THE SMITH ; INTERSPERSED WITH SUCH REMARKS, 

AND ELUCIDATED WITH SUCH CASES, AS EVIDENTLY TEND TO INSURE THE PREVENTION, AS WELL 

AS TO ASCERTAIN THE CURE OF DISEASE / William Taplin.   Brentford, [Eng.] : Printed by P. 
Norbury, for G.G. and J. Robinson and G. Kearsley, 1796. 
 

Taplin was a part of a group of British surgeons who switched to become veterinarians.  
Although Taplin was disliked by his peers (he is described by Smith as being … egotistical, 
bombastic, … unscrupulous … And by others in equally negative descriptions) his books were 
popular in Great Britain and America. 
 

 

A COMPENDIUM OF THE VETERINARY ART; CONTAINING AN ACCURATE DESCRIPTION OF ALL THE 

DISEASES TO WHICH THE HORSE IS LIABLE, THEIR SYMPTOMS AND TREATMENT; THE ANATOMY 

AND PHYSIOLOGY OF THE HORSE'S FOOT. OBSERVATIONS ON THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 

SHOEING, ON FEEDING AND EXERCISE, THE STABLE, &C / James White.   London : Badcock, 1802.  
 

In England White was known as “bleed ‘em White.” Smith in “The Early History of Veterinary 
Literature” writes “We have nothing to learn from White on the treatment of disease.”  
 

We also own a copy of White’s, “A TREATISE ON VETERINARY MEDICINE,” a 3 volume set 
published 1806-1825.  This work is a later edition of White’s “Compendium.” 
 

 

CONNAISSANCE PRATIQUE DU CHEVAL : TRAITE D’HIPPOLOGIE E L’USAGE DES SPORTSMEN, 

OFFICIERS DE CAVALERIE, VETERINAIRES, MARCHANDS DE CHEVAUX, ELEVEURS, CULTIVATEURS … 

/ A. A. VIAL.  Paris : Librairie Agricole de la Maison Rustique, 1884. 
 

 



 

 

ELEMENS DE L’ART VETERINAIRE : ESSAI SUR LES APPAREILS ET SUR LES BANDAGES PROPRES AUX 

QUADRUPEDES : A L’USAGE DES ELEVES DES ECOLES ROYALES VETERINAIRES / Claude Bourgelat.  
Paris : l’Imprimerie Royale, 1770. 
 

Bourgelat, was founder of the first veterinary colleges in Europe, the first at Lyon in 1762, 
followed by one in Alfort in 1765.  He was a French veterinary surgeon and authority on horse 
management.    
 

 

EXERCISES IN EQUINE SURGERY / Pierre Juste Cadiot.   New York : W. R. Jenkins, 1897.  
 

Smithcors notes this work as an early text for American Students. 
 

 

FARMER'S FARRIER : ILLUSTRATING THE PECULIAR NATURE AND CHARACTERISTIC OF THE HORSE, 

AND THE DISEASES TO WHICH HE IS LIABLE, WITH THE SYMPTOMS AND REMEDIES FAMILIARLY 

EXPLAINED; ACCOMPANIED WITH THE PEDIGREE OF THE BLOODED HORSES IN THE WEST. WITH 

SEVERAL ELEGANT ENGRAVINGS / H.L. Barnum.   Cincinnati : A.B. Roff, 1831. 
 

This is a first edition of the earliest western farrier.   
 

 

THE FARRIERS DISPENSATORY, IN THREE PARTS / William Gibson. London : Printed for W. Taylor, 
1721. 
 

Another of the group of British surgeons turned veterinarian.   Smithcors in “Evolution of the 
Veterinary Art” says of Gibson “Of the surgeon group, there can be little doubt that Gibson was 
the ablest veterinary practitioner, the clearest writer and the one most deserving of 
recognition.” 
 

This is a first edition of the 1st veterinary pharmacopeia in English. 
 

 

GENTLEMEN’S VETERINARY MONITOR AND STABLE GUIDE / Yorick Wilson.  Philadelphia : 
Published by Johnson and Warner, no. 147, Market-Street, 1810. 
 

Smith writes “a worthless and ignorant product.” 
 

 

HINTS ON HORSE-SHOEING / John Kiernan.  [S.l. : s.n.], c1894. 
 

 

HINTS TO HORSE-KEEPERS : A COMPLETE MANUAL FOR HORSEMEN  / Henry William Herbert.   
New York : A. O. Moore & Company, 1859.  
 

 

HISTORIA DE LOS ANIMALES MAS RECEBIDOS EN EL USO DE MEDICINA / Francisco Velez de 
Arciniega.   Madrid : Imprenta Real, 1613.  
 

An early Spanish book on veterinary medicine. 
 

 

THE HORSE / a new edition with numerous illustrations; William Youatt.   New York : Leavitt & 
Allen,  1843. 
 

Smith writes of Youatt “He was remarkable for his great benevolence, his humanity, his talent 
and skill.” 
 

 

THE HORSE AND HIS DISEASES / Robert Jennings.   Philadelphia : Keystone Pub, 1890. 
 

 

THE HORSE’S FOOT ; AND HOW TO KEEP IT SOUND / William Miles.  London : Longman, Brown, 
Green and Longman, 1847. 5th edition 
 

First published in 1846 Miles’ book was the standard reference work on the horse’s foot for 
over a hundred years. 
 

 



 

 

THE ILLUSTRATED HORSE DOCTOR : BEING AN ACCURATE AND DETAILED ACCOUNT OF THE 

VARIOUS DISEASES TO WHICH THE EQUINE RACE ARE SUBJECTED ; TOGETHER WITH THE LATEST 

MODE OF TREATMENT, AND ALL THE REQUISITE PRESCRIPTIONS WRITTEN IN PLAIN ENGLISH / 
Edward Mayhew.   New York : D. Appleton, 1870. 
 

Smithcors in “Five Centuries of Veterinary Medicine” notes this piece as “An excellent work by 
an experienced veterinarian.” 
 

 

MEDICAL GUIDE IN TREATING ALL INTERNAL & EXTERNAL DISEASES OF HORSES, MULES AND 

NEAT CATTLE / John H. Mohr.   Reading, Pa. : Ritter, 1866. 
 

 

MODERN HORSE DOCTOR : CONTAINING PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE CAUSES, NATURE, 

AND TREATMENT OF DISEASE AND LAMENESS IN HORSES… / George H. Dadd.   New York : C.M. 
Saxton, Barker, 1860. 
 

In 1845 Dadd emigrated from England to Boston.  He opened the Boston Veterinary Institute in 
1855, but only six students graduated before it closed in 1858.   
 

The National Agricultural Library veterinary history web page notes “George Dadd was an early 
advocate of rational animal health practices in America.  He is considered the author of the first 
two classics in American veterinary literature – The Modern Horse Doctor (Boston 1854) and the 
American Cattle Doctor (1851).” 
 

 

NEW ENGLAND FARRIER; OR, A COMPENDIUM OF FARRIERY, IN FOUR PARTS / Paul Jewett. Exeter 
[N.H.] : Published by Josiah Richardson, 1826.   
 

Works on veterinary medicine through the late 18th century were works by English writers and 
reprinted as American editions.  This work by Jewett, first printed in 1795 is thought to be the 
first American work.   
 

Donated to CSU Libraries’ Equine Rare Books Collection by local veterinarian, Dr. Robert 
Pierson. 
 

 

NEW MANUAL OF HOMOEOPATHIC VETERINARY MEDICINE : OR THE HOMEOPATHIC TREATMENT 

OF THE HORSE, THE OX, THE SHEEP, THE DOG, AND OTHER DOMESTIC ANIMALS / F. A. Gunther.   
Boston : Otis Clapp, School Street, 1847. 
 

 

OBSERVATIONS ON THE STRUCTURE, OECONOMY, AND  DISEASES OF THE FOOT OF THE HORSE, 

AND ON THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF SHOEING / Edward Coleman.  London, 1798 – 1802.  
v.1-2 in one volume 
 

Smith in “The Early History of Veterinary Literature” writes of the first volume “Throughout this 
volume no reference is made to the works on which he drew for information; he creates the 
impression that the field was untilled until he took it in hand”… and comments on Coleman’s 
overall work “… is a collection of crude absurd doctrines heavily clothed in the philosophical 
verbiage of the period.” 
 

 

THE PRACTICAL FARRIER, FOR FARMERS : COMPRISING A GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE NOBLE 

AND USEFUL ANIMAL, THE HORSE ; WITH MODES OF MANAGEMENT IN ALL CASES, AND TREATMENT 

IN DISEASE / R. F. Mason.  Philadelphia : Lippincott, Grambo,  1850. 
 

Smithcors in “Veterinarian in America” writes that one of the better publications on farriery was 
Mason’s work “The Gentleman’s Pocket Farrier.” Our copy is a later edition published under a 
different title.  The first edition was published in 1811, and subsequently reprinted over twenty 
times in nine different editions over a period of 75 years. 
 

 



 

RECEIPT FOR DISEASES OF HORSES / Cyrus A. Davis.  Fairview, Iowa : [s.n.], 1850. 
 

Handwritten recipe book for prescriptions. 
 

 

RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE STATE VETERINARY AND SANITARY BOARD OF COLORADO, 

AND LAWS IN RELATION THERETO / Colorado.   State Veterinary Sanitary, B. Denver Republican 
Pub. Co., 1885. 
 

 

 

 

 

HORSEMANSHIP 
 

 

 

 

THE ARABIAN ART OF TAMING AND TRAINING WILD AND VICIOUS HORSE /  Larry G. Marshall.   
[S.l. : s.n.], 1857. 
 

 

LE CHIC A CHEVAL : HISTOIRE PITTORESQUE DE L’EQUITATION /  Louis Vallet.  Paris : Firmin-
Didot, 1891. 
 

A TRAVERS L’EUROPE : CROQUIS DE CAVALERIE / Louis Vallet.   Paris : Librarie de Firmin-Didot 
et cie, 1893. 
 

This set on the history of the equestrian from antiquity through the 19th century is lavishly 
illustrated with line drawings and color plates. 
 

 

DRIVING FOR PLEASURE ; OR, THE HARNESS STABLE AND ITS APPOINTMENTS /  Francis T. 
Underhill.  New York : D. Appleton Co.,  1896. 
 

 

DRIVING LESSONS / Edwin Howlett.  New York : R. H. Russell & Son, 1894.  
 

 

GLI ORDINI DI CAVALCARE / Federico Grisone.  Napoli : per Mattio Cancer, ad istantia di Marc' 

Antonio Fenario Libraro, 1559. 
 

A well-known and influential horseman from Naples Italy, Grisone  used cruel methods in 
training horses.  His work was published and distributed throughout Europe in many languages.   
 

 

HISTORY AND ART OF HORSEMANSHIP / Richard Berenger.  London : T. Davies, 1771. v.1-2 
 

Berenger was the stable master of George III to whom this work is dedicated. 
 

Smith writes “This is a fine and scholarly work in which he gives the history of horses in all 
times and all nations.” 
 

Volume 2 has an armorial  bookplate and the signature “Rich Puleston, Emral.” The Puleston 
family were in residence at Emral Hall, one of the great houses of Wales, from the late 13th 
century to the early 20th century. The motto on the plate “Clariores e Tenebris” translated “Men 
are brighter from previous obscurity” or “Brighter after the Darkness.”  
 

 

A HISTORY OF STEEPLECHASING / William C. A. Blew.  London : John C. Nimmo, 1901. 
 

Includes 12 hand colored illustrations, chiefly drawn by Henry Alken. 
 

 

THE HORSE : HIS GAITS, POINTS, AND CONFORMATION / Paul Brown.  New York : C. Scribner's 
sons, c1943. 
 

Paul Brown, an American artist, illustrated the works “National Velvet” and “Black Beauty.” 
 

From the Equine Collection of L. W. Durrell. 
 



 

 

THE HORSE AND THE HOUND : THEIR VARIOUS USES AND TREATMENT, INCLUDING PRACTICAL 

ILLUSTRATIONS IN HORSEMANSHIP AND A TREATISE ON HORSE-DEALING / Nimrod. Edinburgh : 
Adam and Charles Black,  1842. 
 

This first edition bound in half goatskin with marbled paper covered boards was bound by the 
English master binder, Joseph Zaehnsdorf. 
 

 

PARIS A CHEVAL / Crafty.  Paris : E. Plon Et cie, 1889. 
 

 

POINTS OF THE HORSE : A FAMILIAR TREATISE ON EQUINE CONFORMATION / M. Horace Hayes. (2d 
ed., rev. ; 142 reproductions of photographs added.). London : W. Thacker & Co., 1897. 
 

This limited edition, 156 copies, is signed by the author and printed on special art paper. 
 

 

A TREATISE ON EQUITATION ; OR THE ART OF HORSEMANSHIP ; SIMPLIFIED PROGRESSIVELY FOR 

AMATEURS, FORMING COMPLETE LESSONS FOR TRAINING HORSES, AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR 

BEGINNERS / J. G. Peters.  London : Whittaker,  1835. 
 

 
 

 
 

EQUINE HISTORY RESOURCES 
 

AMERICAN MEDICAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 1639 – 1783 : A CHRONOLOGICAL CATALOGUE, AND 

CRITICAL AND BIBLIOGRAPHICAL STUDY OF BOOKS, PAMPHLETS, BROADSIDES, AND ARTICLES IN 

PERIODICAL PUBLICATIONS RELATING TO THE MEDICAL SCIENCES – MEDICINE, SURGERY, 

PHARMACY, DENTISTRY AND VETERINARY MEDICINE – PRINTED IN THE PRESENT TERRITORY OF 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA DURING BRITISH DOMINION AND THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR / 
Francisco Guerra. NY : L.C. Harper, 1962. 
 

ANTOINE DE PLUVINEL, CLASSICAL HORSEMAN AND HUMANIST / Hilda Nelson.  The French 
Review,      v. 58, no. 4 (March, 1985), pp. 514-523. 
 

CATALOGUE OF RARE VETERINARY BOOKS & ALLIED SUBJECTS IN ANIMAL HUSBANDRY IN THE 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY / Henry C. Koch.  
http://digital.lib.msu.edu/projects/vetmed/ 
 

CHIRON’S TIME : A HISTORY OF THE COLLEGE OF VETERINARY MEDICINE AND BIOMEDICAL 

SCIENCES AT COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY / J. Dennis McGuire & James E. Hansen II.  Fort 
Collins, Colo : Colorado State University, College of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical 
Sciences, Endowment Fund, 1983. 
 

THE EARLY HISTORY OF VETERINARY LITERATURE AND ITS BRITISH DEVELOPMENT / Major-
General Sir Frederick Smith.  London : J. A. Allen & Co., 1976. (Reprint of the 1919 edition] 
 

EVOLUTION OF THE VETERINARY ART : A NARRATIVE ACCOUNT TO 1850 / J. F. Smithcors.  
Kansas City, Mo. : Veterinary Medicine Publishing Co., 1957. 
 

THE FARRIER AND HIS CRAFT : THE HISTORY OF THE WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF FARRIERS / 
Leslie B. Prince.  London : J. A. Allen, c1980. 
 

FIVE CENTURIES OF VETERINARY MEDICINE : A SHORT TITLE CATALOG OF THE WASHINGTON 

STATE UNIVERSITY VETERINARY HISTORY COLLECTION - 
http://www.wsulibs.wsu.edu/Holland/masc/onlinebooks/vetmed/contents.htm 
 

HISTORIC BOOKS ON VETERINARY SCIENCE AND ANIMAL HUSBANDRY : THE COMBEN COLLECTION 

IN THE SCIENCE MUSEUM LIBRARY.  London : HMSO, 1992.  
 



A HISTORY OF HORSEMANSHIP /  Charles Chenevix Trench.  Garden City, NY : Doubleday & 
Company, Inc., 1970. 
 

HISTORY OF VETERINARY MEDICINE / Manulani Schuman.  Fort Collins : Colorado Agricultural 
College, Veterinary School, 1953. 
 

THE HORSE : A MIRROR OF MAN, PARALLELS IN EARLY HUMAN AND HORSE MEDICINE - 
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/exhibition/horse/ 
 

HORSES THROUGH TIME / Sandra L. Olsen.  Boulder, Colo. : Roberts Rinehart Publishers for 
Carnegie Museum of Natural History, 1996. 
 

INTERNATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE HORSE - http://www.imh.org/imh/imhmain.html 
 

MAN AND HORSE IN HISTORY / Matthew Kust.  Alexandria, Va. : Plutarch Press ; New York, N.Y. : 
Distributed by Advent Books, c1983. 
 

NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL LIBRARY, INFORMATION RESOURCES ON VETERINARY HISTORY -
http://www.nal.usda.gov/awic/pubs/VetHistory/vethistory.htm 
 

NATIONAL SPORTING LIBRARY - http://www.nsl.org/collections.html 
 

RICHARD MASON OF SURRY COUNTY, VIRGINIA / Seymour Robb.  William and Mary College 
Quarterly Historical Magazine, 2nd Ser., vol. 15, no. 1 (January, 1935), pp. 73-75. 
 

THE VETERINARIAN IN AMERICA : 1625 – 1975 / J. F. Smithcors.  Santa Barbara, Calif. :  
American Veterinary Publications, Inc., c1975.  
 

VETERINARY MEDICINE : AN ILLUSTRATED HISTORY / Robert H. Dunlop.  St. Louis, Mo. : Mosby, 
c1996. 
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